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2025 Beyond Columbia Survey Results: School of General Studies (GS)

All numbers below represent the percentage of the School of General Studies students who applied for graduation in October 2024, February 2025, or May
2025 and whose post-graduation outcome was collected under the guidelines set by the National Association of Colleges and Employers. Of the 700 GS
degree-earners, the outcomes of 56.3% (394 graduates) have been collected for this report.

Noteworthy Trends:

. 80.5% of graduates are employed or going to graduate - Financial Services, Investment Banking, and Internet & Software are
school. the most popular industries for graduates who have accepted post-
graduation employment.
. 63.4% of reported total compensation ranges are above $70,000,

with 39.0% above $100,000. « Finance, Consulting, and Research are the most popular job
functions graduates serve within employing organizations.
« 82.1% of respondents had one or more internships or « Columbia University is the most popular destination for continued

research opportunities during their time as a Columbia

ear graduate studies.
University student. (n = 196)

Post Graduation Plans Total Compensation®

Continuing Education - 18.8%

$130,000 or more
$120,000 - $129,999
$110,000-$119999
$100,000 - $109,999 17.1%
$90,000 - $99,999
Still Looking 18.3% $80,000 - $89,999
$70,000 - $79,999
$60,000 - $69,999

Military | 0.8%

$50,000 - $59,999

$40,000 - $49,999

Volunteering | 0.5%

Under $40,000
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 0% 5% 10% 15% 20%
Median: $80,000 | Mean: $83,352
n =394 *Annual Base Salary n=4I

Top Graduate Schools Top Company Industries % of Responses

Columbia University Cornell University Financial Services 10.5%
Harvard University New York University Investment Banking 10.5%
Sciences Po University of Cambridge Internet & Software 9.9%
University of Chicago University of Oxford Management Consutting 8:4%
Non-Profit - Other 6.8%
Investment / Portfolio Management 6.3%
Legal & Law Enforcement 5.2%
Higher Education 3.7%
Government - Local, State & Federal 3.1%
n=191
Top Hiring Organizations Top Job Functions % of Responses
AlphaSights Bivora Capital Management Finance 23.8%
Columbia University Cornerstone Research Consulting 105%
Deutsche Bank Goldman Sachs Research o9%
- Engineering - Web / Software 9.9%
Handshake Jefferies, LLC

Legal 8.9%

JPMorganChase Latham & Watkins LLP — -
Advertising, Media & PR 5.0%
McKinsey & Company Morgan Stanley Other 0%
(l;l::z;(ork County District Attorney's Nomura Securities International Education / Teaching / Training 4.0%
Writing / Editing 4.0%
Palantir Technologies Project Destined 101

n=

SMBC

United Nations

All data analyzed and presented by the Center for Career

Please contact cce-tech@columbia.edu with any questions.

Education. Detail may not sum to totals because of rounding.
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